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The world we live in is a worla 


where people are divided into classes 


according to their role in production. 
The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own the means 
of production (factories, machines, 
etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, 


Bion the other hand, receive only meag- 
ser wages for the sale of their labor 


power to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
the workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
the biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 
workers are worse off than they were 
before. 

In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 
techniques which most of us are fam- 
iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ploymerit, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would be progressive in a 


society run by the workers, it does 


nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It is just another 
attack on the working class. 

Another feature of capitalist soci- 
ety is war. Every day there is a war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 
is aque to the necessity of the capital- 
ists to wage war in order to get ahead 
of the capitaiists in other countries. 


‘government is nothing more than the 


‘executive committee of the ruling class. 


‘It is the owners of the big corpora- 


tions who have the final say as to what 


goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers! councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
workers after the revolutionary over- 
throw of capitalism. When capitalism 
goes Congress will go with it. All the 
democracy surrounding Congress is just 
a sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy, 
the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers'-government, we 
want a workers! republic. 

In the process of waging the class 
istruggle, the working class develops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
necessary for carrying out its task of 
destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of all producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. .Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, unitea fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, cen- 
tralizea COMMUNIST intervention into 

the struggles of their class. The pur- 
pose of this intervention is not to 
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of its cadre. It is not a party of 
"leaders! and "masses", with the ‘rank 
and file following ''the line's it is 
an organization of revolutionary com- 
munist workers, whose fundamental id- 
ecological and programmatic agreement 


enables them to carry out coherent cen 


tralized intervention on the basis of 
the fullest democracy. However, it is 
not enough to build such a party here 
in the United States. Capitalism is a 
world system. Even so-called ''Commun- 
ist" Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 

a successful worldwide struggle 
against capitalism, the workers! strug 
gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the development 
of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS! TRUTH ex- 
ist. 

In 1917 the Russian workers, organ- 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. 

However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolutim 

in Western Europe, and the Russian 
workers, exhausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power 
as the: Bolsheviks more and more sub- 
stituted their authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was 
reached in 1921 where the 8olsheviks 
and the working class stood on opposite 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921, 
their struggle and victory in 1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commune of 


The seventies are the years of 

the "oil war". For the control of 
the black gold sharpens the wea- 
pons: the imperialist powers 
against the producer states; the 
imperialist powers between them- 
Selves; the producer states one 
against the other. It is a tangle 
of bourgeois vipers. ("The Oil 

War and the Struggle of the Op- 
pressed", LA RIVCLUZICNE COMUN- 
ISTA, May 1973, reprinted in WORK- 
ERS' TRUTH, January 1974) 
A very dangerous course. We should 
have learned“from Vietnam that it 
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Workers Have Nothing To G 


not have had by itself, the im- 
portance, if it had not occurred 
in an historical situation of im- 
perialist crisis and change in 
the relationship of world forces. 
Today not only the great imper=- 
ialist powers are divided among 
themselves but the producer states, 
having acquired their national 
independence, want their own say 
in reward. ("The Oil War and the 
Struggle of the Oppressed") 

Since 1914 capitalism has been un- 

able to expand as it did in the 19th 
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The liberation of the workers can only be the deed of the working class itself. 


All of this is of course a direct 
result of the pressure brought to 
bear On the European economies by 
the Arab states threats and even- 
tually institution of the oil em- 
bargo and reduction in oil deliv- 
eries, primarily by Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. The "oil weapon" has 
been extremely effective against 
the Western European Capitalists, 
who according to Common Market 
figures, import from 70 to 80 per 
cent of their crude oil from Arab 
countries. ("Cil Embargo Sharpens 


The working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitalists and 
their system have been removed from 
power and replacea by a society run 
by the workers on an international co- 
operative basis. of an artificial "iron discipline’. 

To do this, it is of no use electing On the contrary, its centralization 
}people to Congress or as President. The comes from the living ideological 1 ink 


century. The development of a coun- interimperialist Rivalries! WORK- 
try like Saudi Arabia can thus only ERS' TRUTH, December 1974) 

occur at the expense of the “old! Cn the economic front the Arab rul- 
imperialist powers. In-this sense -- ers managed to hike prices tremen- 
Capitalism as a whole functioning dcusly and ensure themselves vast 
aS an imperialist system -- all amounts of "petrodollars" for-in- 
countries are forced to act in an 


: vestment. So significant have the 
imperialist, ise. expansionist, en= Arab investments been that a recent 
croaching manner towards other article in the Chicago TRIBUNE stat- 
countries. Due to the crucial im- ed: 


portance of oil in our highly indus- 


1871, as a beacon for workers through- 
out the world. 

Under capitalism we workers are noth 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve socialism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISMi 


set themselves up as "leaders", but to 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 
struggle against the capitalist system. 
While such a party is both democratic 
and centralized, it is not ''democrat- 
jc-centralist" in the Leninist sense 


is easier to get into a war than 
to get out of it. lam not saying 
that -there's no circumstance where 
we would not use force. But it is 
one thing to use it in the case of 
a dispute over price; it's another 
where there is some actual stran- 
gulation of the industrialized 
world. --Henry Xissinger 

The "oil war" of LA RIVOLUZIONE COM- 


Layoffs and the Left 


Layoffs are becoming more and more an 
inevitable tact of life as the capital- 
ists seek to "rationalize production 
by squeezing the most work out of the 
fewest workers. No doubt the tempo of 
layoffs will continue to increase as 
the government steps up its "war on 
inflation". A war that is really a war 
on the working class's stancard of liv- 
ing. Most of the government economic 
aavisors feel that the only way to 
fight spiralling inflation is to throw 
pecple out of work. Thus, Congress is 
passing a multitude of bills that come 
to a grana total of nothing as far as 
solving unemployment and layoffs is 
concerned. 

But if the palliatives of Congress 
are cleariy of no benefit to us, what 
about the proposals of the Left? Does 
the Communist Party, the various Maoist 
groups and that myriaa of Trotskyist 
sects have anything better to offer? 
Can they provide the solution to our 
problems? The answer is a clear, une- 
quivocal and emphatic NO. All of these 
groups, just like the Democrats and 
Republicans, base themselves on the 
continued functioning of the present 
economic system, a system that js crum- 
bling into total political and econ- 
omic disarray, not only in the unstable 
"third-world, but also in North Amer- 
ica and Western Europe and those bas- 
tions of "socialism' the Soviet Union 


and China. Clearly the solution to our 
problems, the problems of the interna- 
tional working class, do not lie in 
some reform or alteration of the pre- 
sent system, which for the last 60 
years has showm that it can breea 
nothing but war, decay and increased 
exploitation and oppression. 

Like the Democrats and Republicans, 
these so-called "'socialists'', who are 
nothing more than the extreme left- 
wing expression of the system that ex- 
ploits us, place their faith. in the 
institutions of capitalist society: 
Congress, president, unions. They are 


currentiy raving that Ford and Rocke- 
feller are causing unemployment (be- 
fore that it was Nixon, always the ad- 
ministration, not the system itself). 
This we can clearly see is utterly ab- 
surd. As powerful as the president may 
be, and as powerful as Rockefeller may 
be, they are not magicians who are able 
to turn unemployment on and off at 
will. They, like us, are prisoners of 
the fundamental objective laws of mo-~ 
tion of their own economic system. The 
difference being that they benefit from 
their imprisonment, while ours is like 
being in the New York Tombs or the 

Cook County Jail. In blaming unemploy- 
ment on Ford and Rockefeller the Left 
stands arm in arm with the Democratic 
Party. Like the Democrats, they think 
that a different administration could 


Part One 


solve the preblem. To further the con- 
fusion they infer that unemployment js 
increasing under Ford and Rockefeller 
partly because they weren't elected! 
Preposterous! All past presidents have 
been elected (at least as vice-presi- 
dents) and we have always had unemp1oy- 
ment. The fact of the matter is that 
capitalism can not survive without un- 
employment in some form or another, be 
it bread lines or slave labor camps. 
So whether or not we elect a few 
"friends of labor'' to Congress or even 
a "friend of labor" as president, lay- 
offs and unemployment will continue to 
plague us so long as the capitalists 
have to use them to keep their system 
spluttering along. 

But according to the Left (and par- 
ticularly the Tretskyist factions) 
things would be different if a party 
based on the unions ran the government 
(or as CP boss Gus Hall put its put a 
worker in the White House). However, 
we need only look at England to see 
how a "'workers' government'' functions 
in capitalist society. The British 
workers today are no better off than 
they were under the Tories; and things 
aren't getting any better. 

The Leftists, however, claim that we 
need a "workers'- government" pledged 
to "socialist policies. Just what are 
“socialist policies"? For the Leftists, 
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UNISTA was essentially a figure'of 
Speech referring to the diplomatic 
pressures and politics surrounding 
the control of production and dis- 
tribution of oil. Kissinger's words, 
however, coupled with the movement 
of the Enterprise-led naval task 
force into the Indian Ocean and the 
mobilization of certain marine un- 
its on standby alert for orders to 
the Mideast have broached the possi- 
bility that the "oil war" will leave 
the government conference rooms and 
stock exchanges and be fought out on 
the oil fields of the Persian Gulf. 
While the prospect for such a war in 
the near future is not likely, it 
is necessary to analyze the back= 
ground and reasoning surrounding 
Kissinger's "walk heavily and carry 
a big aircraft carrier" diplomacy 
and what it means for the world si- 
tuation in general. 
The “oil war"is breaking out be- 
cause 011 is becoming the most im~ 
portant energy source and be- 
cause the imperialist countries 
have lost the absolute control 
that they had in the past. The 
enormous development of industry 
and transport has demanded an in- 
creasing production of energy. 
The traditional energy sources 
have not been able to wspond to 
this need..e.sThus since 1968 oil 
is also absolutely the most im- 
portant source of energy: THE TY- 
RANT OF CAPITALIST PRODUCTION. 
However, the fact that oil has 
become the tyrant of energy, would 


trialized society, the Arab Capital- 
ists have found a means of provid- 
ing themselves with surplus profits 
which can be used for capital in- 
vestment both at home and abroad. 
Such "development", however, should 
not be seen as "progressive", for 


If the Arabs decided to pull all 
their money out of London banks 
Overnight, for example, they could 
throw the British economy into 
chaos and might trigger bankrupt-. 
cies. 


Taus, the scales of interimperialist 
rivalry have been tipped. No longer 


world capitalism as a whole can only is-it Simply a question of the 


take SO much capital. Thus, Saudi 
Arabia's ability to invest Simply 


"great powers" jockeying for posi- 
tion. They must now deal with the 


hinders another country's investment. role of the Arab oil producers: 


It simply places another dog into 
the fight over glutted markets and 
capital investment at the highest 
rate of profit. 

The effects of the Arab oil em- 
bargo Of winter 1973-74 could be 
measured on two fronts: political 
and economic. On the political 
front it gave the Arab countries an 
ace in the hole against Israel. What 
Arab armies, Russian (and American) 
weapons, and charismatic leaders 
like Nassar could not do, the oil 
embargo did: enabled the Arab coun- 
tries to come out of a major war 
with Israel with more than the short 
end of the stick. This was due to 
the glaring lack of support for Is- 
rael amongst the western "democra- 


tic" imperialisms: 


While all of them (West European 
imperialisms) share U.S. imper- 
ialism's commitment to stability 
in the Mideast and the maintenance 
of the integrity of the Israeli 
State, few of them showed any in- 
terest in backing up the Israelis 
during the October War.... 


The big oil-bearing monopolies re- 
tain the world network of oil pro- 
duction and distribution. However 
their relative weight on the world 
market is decreasing under the 
pressure of the state companies 
and the independents (outside the 
cartels). The "7 sisters" who in 
1952 controlled 90% of western 
oil production (except the USA) 
and 3/4 of the refining and dis- 
tribution, in 1971 controlled 77% 
Of production and little more than 
half of the refining and distri- 
bution. Moreover, 3/4 of their 
production is concentrated in the 
OPEC states. : 
eeelt (OPEC) conditions, with the 
weight of its production and its 
reserves, the entire imperialist 
market. Thanks to this it has ex- 
torted increases in the price of 
Oil production. It has then acqui- 
red from the "7 sisters" the ap-— 
plication of the principle of par- 
ticipation in the profits of pro- 
duction..s.e("The Ci] War and.e.e.!'') 
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It is this international competi- 
tion, this upsetting of the old re- 
lationship of forces that is in the 
background of Kissinger's words. 
While Kissinger may have been bluf- 
fing in the hopes of forcing the Ar- 
ab oil producers to back down, there 
is a grain of truth in what he says. 
In his book IMPERIALISM AND WORLD 
ECONOMY, while discussing the inten- 


depend on imperialist control of 
the region. ("Revolutionary Per- 
spective in the Middle East", 


WORKERS' TRUTH, August 1973) 

As long ago as the first world 

war, UeSe imperialism had its eye 

on Mideastern oil fields: 
The victory of the Entente in the 
World War was in the last analy- 
sis a victory of the superior war 
technology of America. For the 
first time oil triumphed over 
cOal for the heating of the sub- 
marines and ships, of the air« 
craft, motors, tanks, etc., was 
accomplished with oil and by a 

technology which had undergone 

especially high development in 
America and opposite which the 
German technology was backward. 
After the ending of the World 
War, the most pressing imperative 
for America, if it did not want to 
lose again the hegemony won over 
world economic domains, was to 
bring the oil production of the 
world into its hands in order to 
thus monopolize the guarantees of 
its ‘ascendancy. 

The richest oil fields lie in 
Asia Minor (Mossul) and belong to 
the zone of the English protector- 
ate; the way to them leads over 
Europe. American oil capital began 
very quickly to secure this path 
for itself. It financed large- 
scale French industry, took over 
banks, bought up newspapers, and 
won influence in the government. 
Starting from France it pressed 
on=--by courtesy of the gesture of 
the French statesman-or the bayo- _ 
net of the French military--toward 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslav- 
ia, Bulgaria, as far as Turkey. 
The war between Greece and Turkey, 
the revolution in Bulgaria, the 


trary, like the glutton who stuffs 

himself until he is unable to 

breathe, it is strangling on the 
mas&S Of surplus-value sitting as 
unsold products in warehouses-- 
surplus-value which can not be ac- 
cumulated as capital and which 

Sends the various capitalist pow= 

ers scrambling over the world to 

find first a higher rate of profit 

and finally any market at all: 
It is thus obvious that not the 
impossibility of doing business 
at home, but the race for higher 
rates of profit is the motive 
power of world capitalism. Even 
present-day "capitalist plethora" 
is no absolute limit. A lower 
rate of profit drives commodities 
and capital further and further 
from their"home". This process is 
going on simultaneously in various 
sections of world economy. The 
capitalists of various"national 
economies" clash here as competit- 
ors; and the moré vigorous the ex- 
pansion of the productive forces 
of world capitalism, the more in- 
tensive the growth of foreign 
trade, the sharper is the compet- 
itive struggle. During the last 
decades quantitative changes of 
such magnitude have taken place in 
this realm that the very quality 
of the phenomenon has assumed a 
new form. 

/ eeein the long run the conflict is 
solved by the interrelation of 
"real forces", i.e. by the force 
of arms. Thus the race for sales 
markets inevitably creates con- 
flicts between the "national groups 
of capital". The enormous increase 
in the productive forces, coupled 
with the shrinking to a minimum \ 
of free markets in recent times; 
the tariff policy of the powers, 
connected as it is with the rule 


Looking Back, Looking Ahead 
thirties look like an economic upswing. While such a 
collapse will probably not hit us full force in 1975, 
we will see a marked continuation and deepening of 
the trends set in the past few years. That is, we, the 
working class, face a continued deterioration of our 
living standard and an ever more precarious economic 
situation. Unemployment, accompanied by speed-up for 
those still working, and a general decrease in our 
buying power either through continued inflation or sification of competition for raw 
direct wage cuts (or both) will more and more become materials, Nikolai Bukharin points 
the common occurence. As Marxists we understand that Sues 
economic conditions are not made better by the good Here, too, capitalist expansion is 
will of the capitalists and their economic pageboys. away out" of contradictions that 
The crisis goes much deeper than that. It is as we leads with impeccable logic to the 
stated last month, a crisis of overproduction: decisive moment of imperialist po- 
The capitalists internationally have simply pro- licy--WAR. 
duced too much. In their drive to accumulate cap- The first thing that must be made 
ital they have forced the working class to produce clear concerning U.S. oil consump- 
massive amounts of surplus-value. However, today tion and the Kissinger threat is 
this surplus-value sits in storage bins and new that the U.S. does NOT need the Arab 
car lots as material things. The saturation of the oil fields for its own consumption. 
world market does not allow-the capitalists to Only 15% of the oil used in the U.S. 
transform this surplus value into money capital SGnee fromthe Middle Gast: “tk fact 
which can then be reinvested in the capital accumu- the Ford administration is pushing. 
lation process. It is not simply production which for higher import duties on oil com- 
brings the capitalist his profits, but his ability ing into the country and is also 
to sell what he has produced, either to other cap- pushing a number of other taxes and 
italists, their governments or to the workers. related programs to reduce oil con- 
(WORKERS! TRUTH, December 1974) Bumpeien heres 
This crisis of overproduction heightens internation- 44 42 axl -lnown- that the-02) cone 
al capitalist competition. The various national cap- panies‘ have large surplus stocks 
ital blocs fight for markets, but the markets are not which they hoped to dump had the 
haere 76 strike by the Oil, Chemical and At- 
In the final analysis, the competition boils down omic “Workeva Vato been: longers. Cit 
to international trade war between different na~ ig a relatively well-known fact that 
tional blocs of capital. We can expect to see in- the oil companies MAKE money during 
creasing protectionism and quite probably even a strikes, rather than losing money 
state monopoly of foreign trade in the not too dis- pecause of the highly automated re- 
tant future. However, this will not be enough for fineries which can\be run at close 
the capitalist profiteers. In the end, the economic to efficient levels by supervisory 
struggle will be decided on the military plane in personnel). 
all-out imperialist war. Such a war could very well Pie. question then een Why 48 
Signal the end of civilization. ia 
ea ee Sohagentre enn 
But the capitalist nation-states are not the only : pacekes Sign} t deed Ske Pinbingas 
forces in the field. The international working class gaye ite co the U.S. Gan ball oat 


Looking back on 1974 we see a year of social tur-~ 
moil, economic chaos and the threat of war if not 
open warfare itself in all corners of the globe. On 
the political front: resignations of high government 
officials and parliamentary elections were almost 
constantly going on (Britain had two elections in the 
one year). 1974 also demonstrated that the capitalist 
faction fights are also played out on a higher level, 
that of armed conflict. Portugal saw a coup by a group 
of army officers. This armed changing of the capital- 
ist guard, supported whole-heartedly by the Communist 
and Socialist parties, led only to a more illusion- 
peddling "democratic" regime substituting the carrot 
for the stick in the task of maintaining the Portu-- 
guese workers in their position as wage-slaves. Nor 
was the coup the only armed conflict rocking this 
capitalist world. Besides the continued guerilla con- 
flict and senseless bloodletting.in the Indochina 
‘non-war", the border clashes between Israel and Leb- 
anon, and the exchange of atrocities between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation Organization in Israel 
and between the Irish Republican Army and the Ulster 
Defense Association in Nortthern Ireland, open war 
broke out in Cyprus between Greece and Turkey. The 
clash, which cost the lives of thousands of workers 
and poor peasants, was finally ended through the in- 
tervention of the United States and the Soviet Union. 
Accompanying these actual conflicts has been the con- 
stant threat of new and bloodier ones. And looming 
again in the background was the threat of nuclear war 
as India announced its capacity to use nuclear power. 
ECONOMIC CRISIS 

Political convulsions do not occur in a vacuum. They 
occur as a result of the attempts of the capitalists 
in this country and that to fight their way out of the 
problems caused on the economic front. 1974 saw a vio- 
lent speeding up of the economic crisis which world 
capitalism has been plunged into, bearing out our pre- 
diction made a year ago in the editorial "What's In- 
Store In 1974?" (WORKERS' TRUTH, January1974): 

For those of you who thought 1973 was a bad year, 

brace yourselves for 1974. All indications point not 

only to a continuation of the trends set in the 

past period, but a stepping-up of their development. 

World capitalist economy, which has been rampaging 

since the end of the Second Imperialist World War 


in 1945, is rapidly grinding to a halt. This is not 
to say that the economy will collapse altogether, 
but there will be increasing cutbecss in production, 
layoffs and wage cuts. 


1974 witnessed the virtual collapse of the auto indus- 
try internationally bringing about massive layoffs not 
only in auto, but in other related industries: steel, 
rubber, glass, etc. Inflation continued to spiral un- 
abated as capitalist governments found themselves 
caught between the inflationary devil and the deep 
blue sea of recession. Trade war protectionism was in- 
creased as the various national capital blocs fought 
over the spoils of the already saturated world mar- 
ket. And as is always the case it was the working 
class which was forced to pay for the crisis through 
increased exploitation (speed-up) and diminishing buy- 
ing power for its wages (inflation), if not out and 
out unemployment. 
CLASS STRUGGLE 

However, the economic crisis and the attempts of the 
capitalists to pay for it with the sweat and blood of 
the workers brings with it a response and a réawaken- 
ing of the working class struggle. Faced with the pro- 
spect of a deteriorating living standard, faced with 
the lineup of government, management and unions x 
against them, all crying: "national interests!", : 
"don't take too much!", workers -throughout the world 
took to their own independent action, outside the un- 
ion strait-jacket,,in greater numbers than ever since 
the first signs of the crisis in the late sixties. In 
Britain, France, Canada, the US, Israel, Portugal and 
Spain workers went out on wildcat strikes, organizing 
their own strike committees in contradististinction to 
the union apparatus in many instances. However, the 
failure of these strikes to spread, to spark full- 
scale revolutionary struggles, led to their inevitable 
defeat through the ability of the unions or similar 
formations to eventually co-opt these struggles with 
wage "victories" that will be completely eaten up by 
that invisible wage-slicer: inflation. 
LOOKING AHEAD 4 

The capitalist press is unsure about how to assess 
the coming year. Some say things will get considerably 
worse, while others display a hint of cautious optim- 
ism and say that the economy will be back’ on its feet 
by the end of the year. This crisis, however, is not 
a simple recession, but bodes the onset of economic 
chaos, which will make the "Great Depression" of the 
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which last year demonstrated its reawakening will 
this year more and more flex. its muscles. As material 
reality pounds the illusions of capital into the 
ground, workers all over the world will see the need 
for struggle. hot simply a struggle for higher wages, 
but a struggle to do away with the system that en- 
slaves us, that heaps physical and moral abuse on 
us, and which plunges the world into chaos. Yes, the 
ultimate solution for capital is war, 
However, such a solution is not necessary. Nor is 
the specter of breadlines and idle factories. The 
factories and machines are Stjll here. The workers 
are still here. Despite what the capitalists say raw 
materials and synthetic production goods are still 
heree Production need not stop! The Solution to the 
crisis need not be imperialist slaughter! The solu- 
tion can be found in the struggle of the internation- 
al working class to oust the capitalists and their 
managerial servants and replace the present crisis- 
and-war- ridden society with a new society based on 
production for human need, organized by the working 
people of the entire waqrld! 
WORKERS! TRUTH, January 1974) 
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Britain or Italy or any other ally 
should the Arabs force them into 
bankruptcy. But, what does it mean 
for a country to go bankrupt? It 
means essentially an inability to 
pay its debts, a consequent ‘inabil- 
ity to get credit, which means the 
impossibility of capital investment 
and depression. The UeS. does not 
want any European country to go un- 
der. True, they don't want them to. 
to get the edge in the struggle for 
commonly sought-after markets, but 
neither do they want them to col- 
lapse. Such a collapse and lack of 


credit means the loss of these areas 


as possible markets for U.S. capi- 
tal. 

One need not think that the aims 
expressed by Kissinger are altruis- 
tice The UeSe would not give oil to 
these countries (except possibly to 
keep them dependent on it and sub- 
servient to its designs). It would 
sell it. The U.S. has always been a 
power in the oil arena, and it is 
oil that stands as one of the basic 
reasons for a UeSe presence in the 
Mideast: 

The importance of the Middle East 

for world imperialism and partic- 


ularly U.S. imperialism is three=- . 


fold. First. and foremost is the 
economic aspect. That being the 
role of the Middle East as a vast 


source Of petroleum, without whic) 


the military and industrial func- 
tioning of present society would 
be severely curtailed. The major- 
ity of the petroleum consumed by 
the various imperialist countries 
comes from the Middle East. This 
huge petroleum industry is domin- 


ated by U.S. monopolies like Stan- 


dard Oil. Besides crude oil pro- 
duction in the Middle East, the 

huge (and profitable) businesses 
of oil refining and distribution 


-Lausanne talks, the Balkan inci- 


dents, the military convention 
between France and the little En- 
tente, etce, are more or less con- 
nected to the perpetual striving 
of American oil capital to procure 
itself a large base of ope ations 


for the confrontation which must 


follow sooner or later--in the in- 


terest of world monopoly over oil 
--with the competitors, England 
and Russia. Just as the oil trust 
has been at work for decades in 
Mexico to obtain dominion over 
the Mexican.oil fields through a 
chain of political shocks, put- 
sches, revolts and revolutions, 


so it also leaves no stone unturn- 


ed in Europe in order to take pos- 
session of the approaches to the 
oil districts of Asia Minor, 
against every competitor and ev- 


ery opposition. (Otto Ruehle, FROM 


THE BOURGEOIS TO THE PROLETARIAN 
REVOLUTION) 
Clearly the emergence of Arab capi- 
tal as a force in the world market 


represents a threat to the interests 


of American capital. It is nota 
question of saving economically 
strangled countries, but a question 
of strangling economic competition. 
Kissinger's talk of economic | 
strangulation has sent capitalist 
newspapermen scrambling to figure 
out just what he means (not to men+ 
tion debating the possibilities of 
its occurrence). One thing is sure, 
however, economic strangulation on 
a world scale is occurring and the 
jacking up of oil prices is only 
ONE factor. The primary basis for 
this strangulation is the onset of 
another capitalist crisis of over- 
production. Capitalism (both its 
western "democratic" and eastern 
"Communist", i.e. state capitalist, 
forms)is strangling. Not froma 
lack of Arab oil, but, on the con- 


of finance capital, and the mount- 
ing difficulties for realizing 


commodity values--all this creates 


a situation where the last word 
belongs to military technique. 
(Bukharin, Ibid.) 

The general scenario of this stran- 


gulation (which the capitalist news- 


paper hacks can't seem to find) was 
outlined a year ago in the January 


1974 issue Of WORKERS! TRUTH: 


Since there is only a certain 
amount of goods which society can 


consume under capitalism (more due 


to the exigencies of commodity 
exchange and the market system - 
than to what workers and their 
families need), there is a lim- 
ited market. Because of interna- 
tional competition the capitalist 
class cannot foresee when produc- 
tion of certain goods.has reached 
the saturation point. Since pro=- 
duction is based on profit this 
leads to overproduction and a cut 
in the rate of profit (goods 
which cannot be exchanged are of 
no use to the capitalist no mat- 
ter how useful they might be to 
the working class). Any overpro- 
duction within a single country 
is attempted to be exported. 
Therefore with a decrease in mar- 
kets, the international competi- 
tion has increased. The detente 
between the United States and 
Russia.and between the United 
States end China have been at- 
tempts to open these countries as 
available markets for American 
productive surplus. 
With the capitalists unable to dump 
their surpluses at a "reasonable" 
rate of profit, the following oc- 
curs: 
eeeOne fine day it appears that 
various commodities have been 
produced in excessive quantities. 


continued on page 7 
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Workers’ Capitalism and the Crisis 


Last month's issue of WORKERS' 
TRUTH contained the article "The 
Scottish Strike Wave". This article 
dealt with the recent strikes in 
and around Glasgow. The leaflet re- 
printed below was distributed by the 
Revolutionary Perspectives group in 
Scotland following one of. those 
strikes at the "DAILY EXPRESS" news- 
paper. 


The closure of the "DAILY EXPRESS" 
newspaper plant in Glasgow earlier 
this year was another incident in 
the worsening economic crisis. 
Therefore the collapse needs to be 
seen, not as the whim of a "wicked 
capitalist" as the Labour and the 
"Communist" parties claimed, or 
as an"English plot as the Scot- 
tish Nationalists portrayed it. 

On the contrary it was part of the 
deepening crisis of world capital- 
ism, a crisis which is hitting the 
British economy with hurricane for- 
cee Given this situation the possi- 
bility of the workers preventing 
closure was virtually nil; even had 
they won this "victory" it would 
have further weakened the totering 
Beaverbrook empire, and the result 
would again have been - UNEMPLOY- 
MENT. 

THE STRUGGLE 

The workers at first moved in a 
positive way; 

-printing their opposition to clo- 
sure On the final issue. 
“attempting to distribute this des- 
pite police intervention. 
-attempting to involve other workers 
in demonstrations. 

-trying to extend the struggle by 
appealing, AGAINST THE PRINT UN- 
IONS, for industrial support from 
Manchester, where production is now 
centered. 

But after the failure of these 
efforts, the Action Committee which 
had been set up by the workers be- 
gan to put a break on the struggle, 
and was the means by which various 
illusions were spread among the 
work-forcee The main one was to set 
up workers capitalism, a workers' 
paper, financed by the wedundancy 
moneye 

This is a completely reactionary 
diversion, and for this reason is 
enthusiastically advanced by vari- 
ous capitalist groups, who all see 


workers! capitalism as being a tool 


to get the workers to ACCEPT unem- 
ployment, DIVERT them from the 
cause of the crisis, and ACCEPT in- 
creased exploitation. The true na- 
ture of these moves is shown by the 
fact that a "workers paper" would 
have employed only 500 workers. 
What of the other 1000 men? 

This scheme would have merely 
achieved the manning reductions 
sought by the bosses for years, 
and have resulted in a paper whose 
workers would be exlpoited like 
any Others under capitalism, and 
which could only be an organ of 
anti-working class propagandae 

Throughout the world the ruling- 
class are advancing various schemes 
to deal with the crisis, from "par- 
ticipation" in management in France, 
to workers management of production 
in Sweden; WCRKERS CAPITALISM IS 
PART OF THESE MANEUVERS. Thus - 
-The SJN.P. supported the campaign, 
seeing the paper as a vehicle of 
nationalist propaganda. 

-Labour Government promised a loan, 
to help divert attention from the 
real basis of the economic crisis. 
~Beaverbrooks gave the workers first 
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Lessons of the “EXP 


for human needs), and it would 
Still be torn by economic crisis, 
as can be seen from Yugoslavia, 
where a system like “workers cap- 
italism" operates, and where mil- 
lions of workers are unemployed. 

Socialism is NOT state capital- 
ism (nationalizations) as is 
claimed by the Labour and "Commun- 
ist" parties, NEITHER IS IT WORKERS 
CAPITALISM, but the ending of wage- 
Slavery and production for the mar- 
ket, and the introduction of plan- 
ning of production for human needs 
on a world scale. This is the ONLY 
alternative to the endless round of 
crisis and wars which capitalism 
inevitably gives rise to. And so- 
cialism can only be introduced by a 
revolution of the world's wage lab- 
orers, fighting against all the 
peddlers of state capitalism and 
workers capitalism inside the work- 
ing-class. As Marx said, the work- 
ers must demand 

"Not a fair days wage for a fair 
days work, but ABOLITION OF THE 
WAGES SYSTEM." 
THE CLASS STRUGGLE AHEAD 

Within the capitalist system, 
there is now NC SOLUTION to the 
problems of the workers; victories 
won today will be taken away to- 
morrow by speedups, inflation, un- 
employment. The present struggle 
against the deterioration of living 
standards, must lead on to a strug- 
gle against the whole rotten system 


of exploitation. It is important 


that this struggle be carried out 
by mass assemblies of the workers, 
with strike committees subject to 


‘mercially profitable", 


RESS” Struggle 


recall by the,rank and file, and 
that all struggles are extended as 
far as possible. 

When the struggle of the "EXPRESS" 
workers failed, the best they could 
have done was to seize the stocks 
and issued propaganda to other work- 
ers against the whole capitalist 
system. As the crisis reveals "work- 
option on the building to prevent 
further attempts to EXTEND the 
struggle. 

-The banks and the trades unions - 

those pillars of capitalism - prom- 
ised aid if the venture got off the 
ground. 

SOCIALISM AND WORKERS' CAPITALISM 

But even if ALL workers could 
seize the factories and firms in 
which they work, throw out the cap- 
italists, and make production "com- 
this would 
be NO ADVANCE on the system which 
has produced the crisis in the 
first place. The idea that "work- 
ers capitalism" is socialism with a 
“human face" is nonsense. ~ 
-Competition between factories for 
resources and markets would still 
exist in such a system. 

-Wage differentials on the old 
scale would re-appear between ef- 
ficient and inefficient plants. 
“Chaos would dominate production 
based on individual units. 

In, fact it would still be CAPITAL- 
ISM (production for profit and not 
ers capitalism" and all other solu- 
tions to be merely delusions, the 
class as.a whole will have to adopt 
as its aim the socialist program. 


en 


eeethe Simple transfer of the property of the en- 


terprises of the private 


boss to the workers' un- 


-ion will not accomplish the economic postulates of 
communism, according to which property must be 
transferred to the entire. proletarian collectivity, 
which is the only means of eliminating the charac- 
teristics of private economy in the appropriation 
and distribution of products. 

«seven the transfer of management of the enter- 
prises to the factory councils does not constitute 
eeethe advent of the communist system. According t 
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May 1920 


Read 


FORWARD 


a 
oe?” 


(available now) 

Contains: 

"Revolutionary Activity" 

"Theses on the Basic Tasks of the 


Communist International" adopted by 


the Second Congress of the Commun- 

ist International 

"Comments on the ‘Basic Tasks of 

the Communist International!" 

An International Exchange: 
"Introduction to 'Defense of the 
Proletarian Character of the Oc- 
tober Revolution'’" § - 

by REVOLUTION INTERNATIONALE 
"Defense of the Proletarian Char- 
acter of the October Revolution" 
by INTERNACIONALISMO 
"Where INTERNACIONALISMO Goes 
“Wrong on the Russian Revolution" 
by the Revolutionary Workers 
Group 
price: 50 cents 


A Journal of 
é et 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: $2.00 for 4 issues 
published irregularly 


Sy 
Bs hip 
& 


No. 3 

(available soon) 

Will contain: 

"The Poverty of Invariance" 

"Are We Sectarians?" 

"The Role of the British Labour 
Party: A Marxist Critique" 
"Declaration of Principles of the 
Spanish Group ACCICN PROLETARIA" 
"1919 Manifesto and Program of the 
Left Wing of the American Socialist 
‘Movement" 

"Comments on the '1919 Manifesto 
and Program of the Left Wing of the 
American Socialist Movement!" . 
"1920 Theses of the Abstentionist 
Communist Faction of the Italian 
Socialist Party" ‘ 
"Comments on the '1920 Theses of 
the Abstentionist Communist Faction 
of the Italian Socialist Party!" 
price: 75 cents 


Terrorism in Britain 


As the crisis deepens, the weak- 
est points of capitalist society 
become centers of disintegration. 
Ulster is such a center: a fifty 
year Old residue of Britain's so- 
lution to the Irish problem. After 
five years of bloody conflict, af- 
ter 1300 people have died for the 


-reactionary aims of the Republicans 


and the Loyalists, all the politi- 
cal maneuvers and troops of the 
British botrgeoisie cannot contain 
the spread of death and destruc- 
tion. 

Not a day passes without a Pro- 
testant or Catholic worker dying 
to “even the score" of sectarian 
murders. Every so often a bomb at- 
tack in a busy street or crowded 
pub claims another handful of vic- 
tims as though to "raise the 
stakes" in some horrific poker 
game. To the most percipient of” 
the bourgeoisie, the future in 
Northern Ireland holds the real 
possibility of a pogrom or civil 
ware 

This is the background to the 
two bombs which exploded in Bir- 
mingham pubs, full of young work- 
ers, on November the 2tste Twenty 
died and nearly 200 were maimed 
and injured. This attack, toa 
much greater extent than any pre- 
vious bombing in Britain, brought 
it home to the British people and 
the British working class, that it 
too was a target of the same, in- 
discriminate terror which reigned 
in Ulster. This was precisely the 
mesSage which had been spelt out a 
few days earlier ina Se OVSRI OD 
interview with David O'Connel, 
leader of the Provisional IRA. 

THE WORKING CLASS 

In any war .between capitalist 
factions or national states, the 
working class, the cannon fodder 
of that war, has the most to lose. 
The war in Ulster is no exception 
and the tragedy for the whole work- 
ing class is the embroilment of 
workers in Northern Ireland in a 
fratricidal struggle. The longer the 
conflict continues the greater the 
barrier of hatred and distrust 
which divides the class. The workers 
are atomized and divided both by 
the Loyalist and Republican at~- 
tacks on the other's areas and by 
the Savage discipline imposed by. 
the UDA and IRA machines on those 
they claim to defend. A whole series 
of murders in Belfast were directed 
specifically against those workers 
who had rejected the nationalist, 
religious illusions which each side 
perpetrates. 

In the aftermath of the Birming- 
ham bombs some workers: in SAE 
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acted on the feelings of*fear and 
revulsion which the slaughter pro- 
voked. Workers in a car plant in the 
Midlands came out on strike, some 
transport workers blacked goods to 
Ireland and there were reports of 
assaults on Irish born workers. The 
danger therefore exists that a fur- 
ther escalation of violence could 
drag British and Irish workers in 
Britain into the same racialist lab- 
yrinth which oppresses Ulster work- 
erse But it would be wrong to give 
too much emphasis to this danger. 

In this period the capitalist 
crisis is affecting the proletariat 
in another, more direct way. The 
last two years have seen a contin- 
uously rising class struggle in 
Britain, with militant and autono- 
mous strikes and occupations to de- 
fend wage levels: - a movement sig- 
nificantly lacking in Northern Ire- 
land. As workers come together more 
and more in these struggles so they 
will throw off the illusions fos- 
tered by the bourgeoisie. So, too, 
will their growing unity be able to 
withstand these new attacks. 

LAW AND ORDER 

To the right-wing National Front 
which has close links with the Ul- 
ster Defense Association the Bir- 
mingham bombings presented an id- 
eal opportunity to peddle their 
own brand of racialist and nation- 
alist claptrap. They tried to cap- 
italize on the initial anti-Irish 
reaction to the attack to mobilize 
workers behind their campaigns to 
"smash the IRA" and to bring back 
hanging. The major bourgeois fac- 
tions, too, had much to gain in 
the new atmosphere created by the 
terrorist attacks. 

One of the most powerful myths 
which the capitalist state uses in 
its struggle with the proletariat 
is that of "national unity". What- 
ever differences labor and capital 
might have, it is said, they share 
a common purpose which comes to the 
fore at a time of crisis. Another 
myth is that the state and its for- 
ces of repression exist only to 


‘represent and defend this "nation- 


al interest". The function of par- 
liament is toreinforce these myths 
- to provide a platform for dis- 
plays of "national unity" and to 
legitimize state repression. 

In the aftermath of the bombings, 
the. representatives of the various 
bourgeois interests in parliament 
put aside for the moment their par- 
ty bickering to join voices in a 
hollow condemnation of the use of 
violence for political ends. New 


laws were passed which gave the po- 
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lice greater powers to detain and 
deport suspected terrorists, only 
legalising a practice which the 
police already used, and which 
brought into being for the first. 
time the category of banned organ- 
izations. References to other forms 
of "lawlessness": "irresponsible 
strikes" and "illegal picketing", 
gave a clear indication that the 
pourgeois state was strengthening 
its forces against the working 
LEFTIST CONTORTIOCNS 

For the left wing of capital, par- 
ticularly the Trotskyists with. 
their "critical but unconditional" 
support for the IRA, the Birmingham 
bombings required of them greater 
than usual feats of acrobatics to 
Salvage their credibility in the 
eyes of those workers they try to 
influence. The bourgeois opportun- 
ists of International Socialism 
managed to condemn the bombings 
while still giving support to the 
Provisional IRA in its role of de- 
fending Catholic workers in Nor= 
thern Ireland. Taken to its logi-~ 
cal conclusion, they should per- 
haps support the UDA for its defense 
of Protestant workers, or even the 
British state in its role of de- 
fending British workers from the 
IRA. 

To the International Marxist 
Group the conflict in Ulster is an 
anti-colonialist struggle of the 
Irish people which it is the res- 
ponsibility of British workers to 
support! In the face of the IRA's 
admission that one of their units 
might have carried out the bomb at- 
tack, even the IMG brought them- 
selves to call the slaughter mis- 
guided. 

The anarchists and the leftists 
in general joined some sections of 
the Labour Party in redoubling 
their calls for British troops to 
be withdrawn from Northern Ireland. 
These latter sections correctly 
discern the nature of the IRA as a 
capitalist faction which can be 
bought ,off. What is utopian about 
their solution is that as the cri- 
sis tightens its stranglehold on 
British capital, there is nothing 
left in the kitty to deal with the 
immediate causes of the Ulster - 
conflict. 

REVOLUTIONARY VIOLENCE 

Whatever the lies and distortions 
of the bourgeoisie, -the interests 
of the working class can have noth- 
ing in common with the aims of the 
combatants in Ulster, nor with the 
"solutions" put forward by other. 
factions of capital. The proletar- 
iat has nothing to gain from the 
violence of the bourgeoisie, wheth- 
er it is the terrorism of the IRA 
or the PLO, or imperialist wars in 
Vietnam, the Middle East or Cyprus. 
The working class has only its own 
interests to defend and its own 
violence, revolutionary violence, 
to defend them, and to put an end 
to the misery of capitalism. 

Revolutionary violence is the 
property of the whole class, not of 
individuals acting on behalf of the 
class. The proletariat uses vio~ 
lence to assert its autonomous pow= 
er against the bourgecisie, to de=- 
fend itself from the attacks of 
the state and eventually to smash 
the bourgeois state apparatus. In 
this, and in its historic aim of 
creating a world-wide community of 
free human ~beings, the working 
class has no use for indiscriminate 
Slaughter, the characteristic of 
decaying class society. 

--John Sinclair (WORLD REVOLUTION) 
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The ABC of Communism 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVCLUTICN is a 
regular feature of WORKXERS* TRUTH. 
Each month we reprint for’ the ben- 
efit of our readers part or all of 
a particular speech, article or 
document from the vast and rich 
heritage of the revolutionary 
Marxist movement. In this issue we 
reprint two excerpts from TEE ABC 
OF COMMUNISM written in 1919 by 
Nikolai Bukharin and Evgenii Preo- 
brazhensky as a popularization of 
the program of the Russian Commun- 
ist Party (Bolshevik) adopted the 
same year. The first excerpt takes 
up the question of the nature of 
capitalist crises. Such crises are 
particularly vicious today in the 
decadent period of capitalism's ex- 


istence. In the 19th century they 
could be alleviated by exporting 
capital into the non-capitalist 
areas of the world and thus inte- 
grating those areas into the capi- 
talist world market. Today, howev- 
er, when the entire globe is inter- 
connected through the world market, 
growth and the alleviation of an 
Overproduction crisis can only oc- 
cur through the massive destruction 
and human life: the cycle of crisis/ 
war/reconstruction/crisis. 

While the second excerpt was in- 
correct in predicting the imminent 
victory of the working class in 
1919 and the impossibility of a 
temporary restabilization of capi- 
talism through the reconstruction 


of war-torn Europe, it did outline 
the only fundamental courses for 
humanity today: communism or chaos, 
socialism or barbarism. However, 
with each passing decade the possi- 
bility of a capitalist post-war re- 


‘construction like that after the 


last two world wars becomes less and 
less aS capitalism's decay goes 
deeper and deeper. Today, in the 
face of the current crisis (which 
promises to be the deepest in cap- 
italism's crisis-ridden history) 
the option of chaos or communism 
can truly be posed in the most real 
sense, and along with it the fun- 
damental workers' truth that: "COM- 
MUNISM CAN ONLY BE REALIZED BY THE 
PROLETARIAT". 


The Anarchy of Production, Competition, Crises 


The miseries of the working class 
continually increase concomitantly 
with the progress of manufacturing 
technique. Under capitalism this 
progress, instead of bringing ad- 
vantages to all, brings increased 
profit to capital, but unemploy- 
ment and ruin to many workers. 
There are, however, additional 
tauses for the increasing misery. 

We have already learned that cap- 
italist society is very badly con- 
structed. Private ownership holds 


Sway, and there is no definite plan. 


whatever. Every factory Owner con- 
ducts his business independently 
of the others. He struggles with 
his rivals for buyers, "competes" 
with them. 

The question now arises whether 
this struggle becomes enfeebled or 
intensified as capitalism develops. 

At first sight it might seem that 
the struggle is enfeebled. In ac- 
tual fact, the number of capital- 
ists grows continually smaller; 
the great fish eat up the small 
fry. Whereas in earlier days ten 
thousand entrepreneurs were fight- 
ing with one another and competi- 
tion was embittered, since now 
there are fewer competitors it 
might be imagined that the rival- 
ry would be less acute. But this 
is not so in reality. The very op- 
posite is the case. It is true 
that there are fewer competitors. 
But each one of these has become 
enormously stronger than were the 
rivals of an earlier stage. The 
struggle between them is greater, 
not less; more violent, not more 
gentle. If in the whole world 
there should rule only a few cap- 
italists, then these capitalist 
governments would fight with one 
‘another. This is what it has come 
to at long last. At the present 
time the struggle goes on between 
immense combinations of capital- 
ists, between’ their respective 
States. Moreover, they fight with 
one another, not solely by means of 
competitive prices, but also by 


means Of armed forcee Thus it is on- 


ly in respect of the number of com- 
petitors that competition can be 
said to diminish as capitalism de- 
velops; in other respects it grows 
continually fiercer and more de- 
structive. 

One more phenomenon must now be 
considered, the occurrence of what 
are ‘termed CRISES. What are these 
crises? What is their real nature? 
The matter may be stated as follows. 
One fine day it appears that vari- 
ous commodities have been produced 
in excessive quantities. Prices 
fall, but the stock of goods cannot 
be cleared. The warehouses are fil- 
led with all kinds of products, for 
which there is no sale; buyers are 
lacking. Needless to say, there are 
plenty of hungry workers, but they 
receive no more than a pittance, 
and cannot buy anything in excess 
of their usual purchases. Then cal- 
amity ensues. In some particular 
branch of industry the small and 
middle-sized undertakings collapse 
first, and are closed down; next 
comes the failure of the larger en- 
terprises. But the branch of pro- 
duction thus affected bought com- 
modities from another branch of 
production; this latter bought from 
a third. For instance, tailors buy 
cloth from the clothmakers; these 
buy wool from the yarn spinners; 
and so on. The tailors come.to 
grief, and in consequence there are 
no customers for the cloth makers. 
Now the cloth makers fail, and their 
failure reacts upon the firms that 
supply them with woolen yarn. Fac- 
tories and workshops everywhere 
close their doors, tens of thou- 
sands of workers are thrown on the 
streets, unemployment grows to un- 
precedented proportions, the work- 
ers' life becomes even worse. Yet 
there are plenty of commodities. 
The warehouses are bursting with 
theme This was continually happen- 
ing before the war. Industry flour- 
ishes; the manufacturers’ businesses 
work at high pressure. Suddenly 
there is a crash, followed by mis- 
ery and unemployment, and business 


\ 


is at a standstill. After a time, 
recovery sets in; there comes a re- 
newed period of excessive activity, 
to be followed in turn by a new col- 
lapse. The cycle is repeated over 
and over again. 

How can we explain this absurd 
State of affairs, wherein people be- 
come paupers in the midst of wealth? 

The question is not easy to an- 
swere But we must answer it. 

We have already learned that in 
capitalist society there prevails a 
disorder, or so to Say an anarchy, 
of production. Every factory owner, 
every entrepreneur, produces for 
himself, on his own responsibility,: 
and at his own risk. The natural 
result in these circumstances is 
that sooner or later too many com- 
modities are produced-~there is ov- 
erproduction. When there was produc- 
tion of goods but not of commodit- 
ies, when, that is to say, produc- 
tion was not effected for the mar- 
ket, then there was no danger of 
Overproduction. It is quite other- 
wise in the case of commodity pro- 
duction. Every manufacturer, in or- 
der that he may buy what he re- 
quires for further production, must 
first of all sell his own products. 
If in any particular place there is 
a’stoppage of machinery on account 
of the anarchy of production, the 
trouble quickly spreads from one 
branch of production to another, so 
that a universal crisis ensues. 


- These crises have a devastating 
influencee Large quantities of 
goods perish. The remnants of 
small-scale production are swept 

way as if by an iron broom. Even 
the big firms often fail. 

Most of the burden of these cri- 
ses is of course borne by the work- 
ing class. 

Some factories close down alto- 
gether; others reduce production, 
working only half-time; others are 
temporarily closed. The number of 
unemployed increases. The indus- 
trial reserve army grows larger. 
Simultaneously there is an increase 


in the poverty and oppression of crises, the condition of the working 
class, bad at the best of times, 


Communism 


the working class. During these 


Chaos or 


The revolution as it develops be- 
comes a world revolution for the 
same reason that the imperialist 
war became a world war. All impor- 
tant countries are interconnected, 
they are all parts of the world ec- 
onomy, nearly all of them were in- 
volved in the war, and were united 
by the war in a common understand- 
ings In all countries alike, the war 
produced terrible devastation, led 
to famine, and to the enslavement 
of the proletariat. Everywhere it 
promoted the gradual decomposition 
and decay of capitalism, and ulti- 
mately caused a revolt against the 
savage discipline in the army, the 
factory, and the.workshope With the 
like inevitability it led to the 
communist revolution of the prole- 
tariat. 

Once they had begun, the disinte- 
gration of capitalism and the growth 
of the communist revolution could 
no longer be stayed. The ruin of 
capitalism was imminent. Every at- 
tempt to establish a truly human so- 
ciety upon the old capitalist foun- 
dations is foredoomed to absolute 
-failure. The class consciousness ‘of 


. ay 
[ay Oi] from page 3 
Prices fall, but the stock of 
goods can not be cleared. The 
warehouses are filled with all 
kinds of products, for which 
there is no sale; buyers are lack- 
ing. Needless to say, there are | 
plenty of hungry workers, but 
they receive no more than a pit- 
tance, and cannot buy anything in 
excess of their usual purchases. 
Then calamity ensues. In some 
particular branch of industry 
the small and middle-sized under- 
takings collapse first, and are 
closed down; next comes the fail- 
ure Of the larger enterprises. But 
the branch of production thus af- 
fected bought commodities from an- 
Other branch of production; this 
latter bought from a thirde+e-Fac- 
tories and workshops everywhere 
close their doors, ‘tens of thou- 
sands of workers are thrown on the 
Streets, unemployment grows to 
unprecedented proportions, the 
workérs' life becomes even worse. 
Yet there are plenty of commod- 
ities, The warehouses are burst- 
ing with them....Industry flour-. 
ishes;.the manufacturers' business- 
es work at high pressure. Sudden-= 
ly there is a crash, followed by 
misery and unemployment, and bus- 
iness is at a standstill....(THE 
ABC OF COMMUNISM) 
Thus, not immediately, but after a 
certain deepening of the world cri- 
Sis situation, Kissinger's words 
could very well become a reality. 
However, if they do, it would be 
well to remember the equally tell- 
ing words of president Ford: 
Throughout history, nations have 
gone to war over natural advan-= 
tages such as water or food or 
convenient passages On land and 
seae But in the nuclear age, 
when any local conflict may esca- 
late to global catastrophe, war 
brings unacceptable risks for all 
mankind. 
(We must of course add that these 
unacceptable risks will no doubt be 
taken by the capitalists if they are 
forced, to, just as they took the 
unacceptable risks in entering the 
first two imperialist world wars.) 
Needless to say marines are not 
going to simply land on the beaches 


the proletarian masses is now 50 
fully developed, that they neither 
can nor will work for capital. They 
refuse to slay one another in the 
interests of capital, of colonial 
policy, etc. The army of William II 
cannot possibly be reestablished in 
Germany today. And just as it is im- 
possible to reestablish an imperial- 
ist discipline in the army, just as 
it has become impossible to compel 
proletarian soldiers to subject 
themselves to the yoke of junker 
generals, so.it is impossible to re- 
establish the capitalist discipline 
of labor, and to compel the workers 
to toil for a master or the pea- — 
sants to toil for a landlord. The 
new army can Only be created by the 
proletariat; the new labor disci- 
pline can only be created by the 
working class. 

We are thus confronted by two al- 
ternatives, and two only. There must 
either be complete disintegration, 
hell broth, further brutalization 
and disorder, ABSOLUTE CHAOS, OR 

LSE COMMUNISM. All attempts that 
have been made to reestablish cap- 
itajism in a country where for a 


Of the Persian Gulf and start pump- 
ing oil to the tune of the "Star 
Spangled Banner". Wars generally in- 
‘volve two sides, and the Arab sheiks 
faced with a U.S. attack would no 
doubt turn to the most logical ad- 
dress for "defense--Russia. Blowing 
up the oil fields is one thing, but 
it is really no answer. The ques- 
tions aret “ould the Soviet Union 
intervene? Would the U.S. back down 
at the threat of Russian interven- 
tion? How far would such a war go? 
It is impossible for us to give 
definite answers to these questions. 
While we can see the general. trends 
in capitalist society and while we 
can point out the alternatives fac- 
ing the capitalists, we are not pro- 
phets. We can not predict precisely 
when a war will occur and how far 
the two sides will go and whether or 
not other countries will join the 
fray. Although revolutionaries in 
the Second International warned of 
a coming war prior to world war One, 
none could actually predict when, 
where and for what immediate reason 
the war would be touched off. While 
we have no crystal ball to see the 
future, what we said concerning the 
war in Cyprus last summer explains 
how we see the situation today: 
There is a second reason why the 
world imperialist powers (includ- 
ing the Soviet Union) have con- 
Sistently pushed for peace in Cy- 
pruse The possibility exists that 
the Cyprus war, like all national 
wars during decadence could ex- 
plode into a world wide imperial- 
ist war which the U.S., USSR, etc. 
are not prepared to wage AT THIS 
TIME. (WORKERS' TRUTH, August 1974 
And what about the workers? Where 
do we fit into all this? First, it 
is we who will suffer from the econ- 
omic schemes of Ford and the rest. 
It is the workers of the Arab coun- 
tries who will continue to suffer 
from exploitation and depressed liy- 
ing standards whether the U.S. or 
the Arab sheiks control the oil 
fields. And finally, it is the sons 
of the working class, American, Ar- 
ab, Israeli, Russian, etce, who will 
be sent as*cannon fodder in the 
fight for the oilf fields and for 


grows even worse. 


time the masses have had power in 
their own hands, confirm this state- 
ment of alternatives. Neither the 
Finnish bourgeoisie nor the Hungar- 
ian bourgeoisie, neither Kolchak 

nor Denikin nor Skoropadsky, was in 
a position to wstore economic life. 
They were unable to establish even 
their own bloody system upon a firm 
footing. 

THE ONLY ISSUE FOR HUMANITY IS 
COMMUNISM. AND SINCE COMMUNISM CAN 
BE REALIZED ONLY BY THE PROLETAR- 
IAT, THE PRCLETARIAT IS TODAY THE 
TRUE SAVICUR OF MANKIND FRCM THE 
HORRORS OF CAPITALISM, FROM TEE 
BARBARITIES OF EXPLOITATION, FROM 
COLONIAL POLICY, INCESSANT WARS, 
FAMINE, A LAPSE INTO SAVAGERY AND 
BRUTALIZATICN, FROM ALL THE“ABOMI- 
NATIONS THAT ARE ENTAILED BY FIN- 
ANCIAL CAPITALISM AND IMPERIALISM. 
HEREIN LIES THE SPLENDID HISTCRIC 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROLETARIAT. 
THE WCRKERS MAY SUFFER DEFEAT IN 
INDIVIDUAL BATTLES, AND EVEN IN IN- 
DIVIDUAL COUNTRIES. BUT THE VICTORY 
OF THE PROLETARIAT IS NO LESS CER- 
TAIN THAN THE RUIN OF THE BOURGEOI- 
SIE IS INEVITABLE. 


control of the world market. 

‘The basic problem is not oil, 
but capitalism. Our position as a 
class, and the only alternative 
facing us were summed up as fol- 
lows in the article "Oil Embargo 
Sharpens Interimperialist Rival- 
ries": 

Where does the working class 

stand in all of this? As usual 

at the bottom of the heap, freez- 

ing. It is the working class 
which suffers most from the ra- 
tioning of gasoline and heating 

Oil in Europe. It is Arab oil 

workers who’ are laid off due to 

the massive cutbacks not only of 
exports, but also of production. 
The Western capitalists are at- 
tempting to whip their workers 
into a rabid nationalist frenzy 
by blaming the Arabs for the en- 
ergy crisis. But it is the capi- 
talist system which is at the 
root of the problem. True, the 

Arab capitalists are attempting 

to extort concessions from the 

Western imperialists, but it “is 

all part of the struggle between 

various sectors of international 
capital to get a bigger piece of 
the profit pie. What is necessary 
is an international revolutionary 
struggle by. the working class to 
take all of the pie that it alone 
has produced. Neither the Western 
bankers nor the Arab sheiks have 
the interests of the workers at 
heart. Both must be deposed by 
the revolutionary power of the 
working class and replaced with 

a worldwide workers' republic and 

the construction of a socialist 

society. 
Cil war or no oil war the interna- 
tional working class has nothing to 
gain from capital and its machina- 
tions. Our only gain lies in our in. 
dependent struggle: a struggle 


against capital and wage labo 

rosa 
Struggle for a free Society af out 
Own making, a socialist Society of 
freely associated producers, a tru- 
ly human society. 


FIGHT FOR. SOCIALISM! 


The world we live in is a world 


where people are divided into classes 
according to their role in production. 


@ The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own. the means 
of production (factories, machines, - 


government is nothing more than-the | 


executive committee of the ruling class.. 


It is the owners of the big corpora- 
tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers' councils. The coun-— 
cils will be the class rule of the 


etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, workers after the revolutionary over- 


on the other hand, receive only meag— 


er wages for: the sale of their labor 
power to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done by the 


workers. However, almost all the ben- 


efits from this production go te the 


capitalists. The basis for production 
in this Society is profit. The capi- 


talists arg not interested in having 


thé workers produce things that peop- 


ile can use or that people need. They 


_ throw of capitalism. When capitalism 
goes Congress will go with it. All the 


cracy surrounding Congress is just . 


a sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy, 
‘the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers' government, we 
want a workers' republic. 

In the process of waging the class 


are only interested in what-makes them struggle, the working class develops 


the biggest profit. Thus, while the 


the revolutionary class consciousness 


capitalists get richer and richer, the necessary for carrying out its task of 


workers are worse off than they were 
before. 

In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to al! sorts of 
techniques which most of us are fam- 


iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 


ployment, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does 
snothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It is just another 


gattack on the working class. » 
Another feature of capitalist soci- 


ety is war. Every day there is a war 


going on somewhere in the world. This 


destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of all producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, unitea fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent; ceh- 


is que to the necessity of the capital- tralizea COMMUNIST intervention into 


ists to wage war in oraer to get ahead. 
of the capitalists in other countries. 
The working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
Pers want is peace. However, there can 
mbe no peace until the capitalists and 


their system have been removed from 
power and replacea by a society run 


by the workers on an international co- 


operative basis. 


To do this, it is of no use electing 


the struggles of their class. The pur- 
pose of this intervention is not to 
set themselves up as "leaders'', but to. 
_pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 


While such a party is both democratic 
and centralized, it is not "democrat- 
ic-centralist" in the Leninist sense 
of an artificial “iron discipline’. 
On. the contrary, its centralization 


people to Congress or as President. The. comes from the living sie See link 


Appeal to Our Headers 


The deepening of the worldwide cri-~ 
sis of capitalism brings with it 
the widening and deepening of work- 
jing class struggle in response to 
_the deterioration of the workers! 
living standards around the world. 
This in turn makes greater demands 
on revolutionary communist workers 
to expand our publications so as to 
better combat the propaganda of the 
various capitalist newspapers, be 
it from the large daily legitimate 
press or the myriad of right and 


left wing capitalist sects who try 
to confuse and mystify the working 
class and deter it from its historic 
mission: the- destruction of capital- 
ism and the wage-labor system and 
the building of Socialism. Thus, we 
See aS an urgent necessity the ex- 
pansion of WORKERS' TRUTH from an 8 
page to a 12 page monthly paper. 
However, our funds are extremely 
limited, and printing and mailing 
costs are high and getting higher 
every day. Therefore we must ask 
you, our readers, to send whatever 


struggle against the capitalist system. 


of its cédre. It is not a party of 
"leaders" and "masses", with the “rank 
and file following "the line; it is 
an organization of revolutionary com | 
munist.workers, whose fundamental id- 
eological and programmatic agreement- 
enables them to carry out coherent cen 
tralized intervention on the basis of 
the fullest democracy. However, it is- 
notenough to build such a party here 
in the Unitea States. Capitalism is a 
‘world system. Even so-called by sata 
ist" Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 
a successful worldwide struggle 
‘against capitalism, the workers' strug 
gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the devel opment 
of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS! TRUTH ex- 
ist. 

In 1937 the Russian workers, organ-" 


. tzed in revolutionary soviets (work- - 


ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. 
However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolutia 
in Western Europe, and the Russian - 
workers; exhausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power 
as the Bolsheviks more and more sub- 
stituted their authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was. 
reached in 1921 where the Bolsheviks 
and the working class stecod on opposites 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921, 
their struggle and victory in 1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commune of» 
1871, as a beacon for worker s thr ough- 
out the world. 

Under capitalism we workers are noth-& 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will mot be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. 

For if we ao not fight for social ism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM: 


you can to help us out. If you feel 
that WORKERS' TRUTH is a revolution- 
ary workers' paper, and if you feel 
as we do the urgent necessity ‘for 
expanding revolutionary intervention 
into the struggles of our class, 
then please send us a contribution, 
however small or large it may be. 
Everything will be appreciated. - 
Make checks payable to Revolutionary 
Workers Group, WORKERS!’ TRUTH or 
Cash and mail to RWG, PO Box 60161, 
1723 We Devon, Chicago, IL 60660. 
For our work, Comrades! 
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Unemployment 
On the Rise 


AFL-CIO Sheds Crocodile Tears 


"Meany Sees 8.2% Rate As Tragedy’ 
So reads a headline on the front 
page of the Feb. 15 AFL-CIO NEWS. 
Touching, isn't it, that the 90, 000 
a year bureaucrat sees tragedy in 
the plight of millions of workers 
stripped of the means to earn a liv- 
ing by the very system that Meany 
staucnhly defends as “our way of 
life"? But for Meany and the rst of 
his ilk the real tragedy lies in 
the fact that their faction of cap- 
ital is not on top. The unions have 
no desire, nor any interest (not to 
mention ability) to wage a class 
defense against the onslaughts of 
the capitalist economic crisis on 
our living standard. They simply 
wish to deflect our struggle against 
these attacks into"safe" channels, 
so that the system that guarantees 
their privileged existence stays in 
place and so that they can use us 
to put them in a position of wield- 
ing a greater share in the power 
which capital exerts over uS. 

For Meany and’ the AFL-CIC and all 
the independent unions the problem 
is a problem of management of capi-~ 
talism. They think that the prob- 
lems rest in the "bad policies" of 
Gerald Ford or Arthur Burns and the 
Federal Reserve. Cr they blame Con- 
gress for its inactivity. The fact 
of the matter is that not Ford, 
Burns, Congress or even the AFL-CIO 
can do anything to "turn the econ- 
omy around" as Meany says. An ar- 
ticle in the same issue of AFL-CIC 
NEWS calls for: 

eee! million public service jobs, 

a $2 billion accelerated public 

works program, a reduction in 

home mortgage interest rates, and 
release of $19 billion of presi- 
dentially impounded funds, among 
other propoSals, to get the econ- 
omy moving againe 
Who do they think they're fooling? 
In a country with 8.2% unemployment 
(the worst since 1941, 
is misleading as it includes mid- 
dle class professionals who are not 
hit as hard as industrial workers 
where the rate is closer to 11%), 


and even this 


BLS Finds Joblessness 
Surging Across the Board 


Commissioner of Labor Statistics Julius Shiskin, appearing 
before the Joint Economic Committee of Congress, set forth 
these comparisons of unadjusted jobless rates as they have 
soared in a number of industries over the past year: : 


January 1974 January 1975 


Automobiles é 24.0 
Construction : 22.6 
Lumber Z 17.8 
Furniture : ; 12.1 
Stone, clay, glass ; : 12.9 
Primary metals 

Electrical equipment 

Other transportation equipment 

Food 

Textiles 

Apparel 

Paper 

Chemicals 


Rubber and plastics e 


which saw a 3.6% drop in industrial 
output in January (the worst since 
1938), with an inflation rate of 
14.455 (the highest ever), where 


there was a 9.4% drop in the GNP in: 


the last quarter of last year, the 
proposals of the AFL-C10 are like 
giving a band-aid to someone who's 
slit his wrists! 

The fact of the matter is, that 
the WORLD economic crisis is final- 
ly hitting the U.S. hard (and it'1t 
be hitting it harder in the future) 
No longer, can the U.S. deflect its 
economic problems onto other coun- 
tries. Faced with an ever-deterior~ 
ating economic situation, U.S. cap 
ital will be forced to turn to the 
unions to carry out the attacks on 
the American working class that 
other factions of cavital wouldn't 
dare try (and the unions know this, 
and are preparing to assume this 


role; next month we will have a cri-. 


tique of the AFL-CIC "Action" Pro- 
gram for the economy). 

But we must be prepared for them. 
Look at Britain. The unions and the 
Labour Party are in power there and 
British workers have the same prob- 
lems we do here (although they are 
more Severe there due to the weaker 
position of British capital in rela- 


tion to the world economy). The un- 
ions are not our saviors. They are 
part of the capitalist apparatus 
that keeps us enslaved as wage-la- 
borers in a system which is rampag- 
ing like a wounded rhinoceros. Meany 
is right when he says we're heading 
fore depression. But what did. the 
unions do in the last one? They wor 
worked hand-in-glove with Roosevelt 
and Organized us for productivity 
increases, speed-ups, layoffs (yes, 
layoffs), etc., all in the name of 


the ‘national interest'. And final- 


ly they helped mobilize us as can- 
non fodder in the imperialist war. 
That's the real union solution to 
unemployment! That's the solution 

of decadent capitalism of which the 
unions are an integral part! Their 
SOlution is to send us off to butch- 
er and be butchered by workers from 
other countries for the glory of 

the national capital. 

But there is another solution. 
The working class solution of the 
revolutionary destruction of the 
capitalist state (including the un- 
ions) by the working class, acting 
aS a united class in struggle. Our 
self-emancipation through the aboli- 
tion of wage-labor and commodity 
production, and the construction of 
a society of freely associated pro- 
ducers. This is what the unions are 
really afraid of: Cur victorious 
class struggle and the end of thei- 
role as bargainers over our labor- 
power and as agents of capital pe. - 
petrating their treachery in our 
midst. In response to the crocodile 
tears of Meany and his cronies as 
they sit in their plush Eashington 
offices or sun themselves on the 
beaches of Bal Harbor, the working 
class must inscribe on our banner 
the words of Rosa Luxemburg: 

The unions are no longer workers' 
organizations, but the most trust- 

worthy defenders of the State and 

of bourgeois society. Consequent- 
ly it is apparent that the strug- 
gle for socialization can not be 
carried on without the struggle 
for the liquidation of the unions. 


